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POLICY 

 

Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center has a policy for the appropriate prescribing of 

fentanyl transdermal system (fentanyl patch) for hospitalized patients for patient safety.  Inpatient 

fentanyl transdermal system (fentanyl patch) will be ordered on the “Fentanyl Transdermal System 

Physician Order Form,” which is located on Rancho’s intranet. 

 

PROCEDURE 

 

1 All new orders for inpatient fentanyl transdermal system (fentanyl patch) will be on the 

“Fentanyl Transdermal System Physician Order Form.”  The form can be downloaded from 

Rancho’s intranet under Forms->Orders->”Fentanyl Transdermal System Order.” 

2 The “Fentanyl Transdermal System Physician Order Form” will be used for new orders and can 

be used for renewals with the appropriate boxes checked, patient information, signed, and dated 

by the practitioner. 

3 Fentanyl transdermal system (fentanyl patch) orders shall follow the facility’s policy and                                 

procedure on automatic stop orders (Pharmacy Policy and Procedure 3.08.0, Automatic Stop 

Orders). 

4 Pharmacists reviewing all new fentanyl transdermal (fentanyl patch) orders at the facility will 

verify that the patient has been taking morphine sulfate 60 mg per day or its equivalent for at 

least 7 days or on an appropriate dose of fentanyl transdermal (fentanyl patch) prior to approving 

the new fentanyl transdermal (fentanyl patch) order and annotate the verification on Pyxis 

Connect with their initials, date, and time. 

5 All fentanyl transdermal system (fentanyl patch) orders will be retrospectively reviewed by the 

Pain Committee. 
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