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 PURPOSE 
 
To identify and promote timely administration of scheduled medications. This expected practice guidance will 
identify those medications which require exact or precise timing of administration, e.g. STAT or Now doses, 
on-call medications, and therefore ineligible for scheduled dosing times. For medications which are eligible 
for scheduled dosing times, this expected practice will distinguish between those which are time-critical and 
those that are not and will govern timing of medication administration accordingly  
 
BACKGROUND  
 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has updated the hospital interpretive guidance 
concerning the timing of medication administration. Recognizing that it is no longer the standard of practice in 
the current hospital environment, CMS has removed the reference to the “30-minute rule” in the survey 
procedure portion of the guidance. Previously CMS established a uniform 30-minute window before or after 
the scheduled time for all scheduled medication administration. Instead, CMS has clarified in Appendix A of 
the State Operations Manual (SOM) that all hospitals must establish policies and procedures based on 
accepted standards of practice, as required by regulation at 42 CFR 482.23(c). The updated guidance allows 
hospitals the flexibility to establish policies and procedures for the timing of medication administration that 
take into account the nature of the prescribed medication, specific clinical need and patient needs.  
 
DEFINITIONS: 
  
Scheduled medications:  
All maintenance doses administered according to a standard, repeated cycle of frequency (e.g. q4h, QID, 
TID, BID, daily). This does not include: STAT or Now doses, first dose or loading dose, specifically timed 
doses e.g. antibiotic for surgeries), on-call doses, time-sequenced or concomitant medications, drugs 
administered at specific times to ensure accurate drug serum levels, investigations drugs in clinical trials and 
PRN medications. 
  
Time-critical scheduled medications:  
Medications where early or delayed administration of maintenance doses of greater than 30 minutes before 
or after the scheduled dose may cause harm or result in substantial sub-optimal therapy or pharmacological 
effect.  
 
Non-time-critical scheduled medications:  
Medications where early or delayed administration within a specified range of either an hour or two should not 
cause harm or result in substantial sub-optimal therapy or pharmacological effect.  
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