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PURPOSE

To provide guidelines for the ordering of titratable intravenous medications to promote consistent
administration practices among staff, ensure the patient response is achieved/sustained, and that
nursing staff are not placed in a position of making dosing/administration decisions that may
conflict with their scope of practice.

POLICY

This policy establishes guidelines for continuous intravenous medication infusions that may need
to be frequently titrated based on patient response. This policy does not apply to continuous
intravenous medications that have new orders written for each change in the infusion setting.

PROCEDURE

All continuous medication infusion orders that will allow the nurse to titrate the rate or dose must
include the following in the order:
e Medication name
Medication route
Initial or starting rate of infusion (dose/min)
Incremental units the rate can be increased or decreased
Frequency for incremental doses (how often dose(rate) can be increased or decreased
Maximum rate (dose) of infusion
Objective clinical endpoint (RASS score, etc.). The clinical endpoint must be clear,
objective, and measurable
e If multiple continuous infusions used for same indication, clear instructions for sequence in
which infusions must be titrated up or down

If the order is missing any of the above parameters, the nursing or pharmacy staff shall contact the
provider to correct the order.

If the clinical endpoint cannot be achieved despite the maximum rate (dose), contact the provider.

RESPONSIBILITY
e Attending Staff
e Residents
e Pharmacy Staff
e Nursing Staff
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