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PURPOSE: To outline the responsibilities and routine procedures that must be completed by the hemodialysis nurse
during dialysis treatments

POLICY STATEMENTS:

All patients receiving Hemodialysis (HD) treatment will receive the following routine procedures

PROCEDURE:

1. The responsibilities of the HD nurse include the following:

Perform hand hygiene and don PPE

Assess hemodialysis access

Obtain and record vital signs at beginning of HD treatment and as ordered

Perform subjective and objective assessments at beginning and throughout procedure

Treat patient’s pain as needed and ordered

Weight measured before and after HD treatment and as indicated by nephrologist

Venipuncture will be done as necessary for the dialysis procedure

Normal saline will be administered 1.V. to maintain a systolic blood pressure normal or to prevent symptoms
as needed. If normal saline is not effective, the MD may order other medication or oncotic fluids (e.g.
albumin or packed Red Blood Cells as indicated) to improve patient’s blood pressure

Blood will be drawn for laboratory testing as ordered

At the conclusion of the hemodialysis procedure, vital signs, and weight will be repeated (when feasible)
Document all HD treatment and related interventions in Electronic Medical Record

Keynote: All HD machinery will be monitored throughout the treatments by the hemodialysis nurse

2. Weight Measurement and Ultrafiltration

Per nephrologist orders
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