
Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center 
DEPARTMENT OF NURSING 

INTENSIVE CARE UNIT 
POLICY AND PROCEDURE 

    

SUBJECT: ASSIGNMENT GUIDELINES: Policy No.: ICU001 
 Intensive Care Unit Supersedes: ALL 
  Revised Date: 03/2023 
  Page: 1 of 1 
    

 

EFFECTIVE DATE: September, 2002  COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES • DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES 

APPROVED BY: Critical Care Committee   
 

PURPOSE OF PROCEDURE: 
 
To define the guidelines for completing the Intensive Care Unit patient care assignment. 
 
POLICY STATEMENT: 
 
The process for assigning nursing staff to provide patient care is based on the consideration of the following 
criteria: 
 
A. Patient Safety 
B. Patient Acuity:  The complexity of the patient’s condition and required nursing care. 
C. Staffing Ratios 

1. The nurse-to-patient ratio must be maintained at a maximum of 1:2 at all times. This includes 
breaks, in-service, code blue response, code assist, rapid response, sepsis etc. 

2. AB 394 guidelines will be followed. 
D. Experience and skill set of the nurse 

 1. Nurses in ICU must have basic critical care training. 
2. Nurses are assigned to patient care based on clinical experience. 
3. Only nurses from PCU who have completed the DHS Core Critical Care Program may float to 

ICU. 
4. Float nurses will have an ICU nurse available as a resource.  

E. Continuity of care will be taken into consideration. 
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