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SUBJECT: GUIDELINES FOR INTRAVENOUS MEDICATION ADMINISTRATION POLICY NO. 325M 

CATEGORY:  Provision of Care EFFECTIVE DATE:  6/16 

POLICY CONTACT:  Julianne Joo, PharmD UPDATE/REVISION DATE: 2/23 

REVIEWED BY COMMITTEE(S):  Pharmacy and Therapeutics, Medical Executive 

PURPOSE: 
To provide guidelines in administering intravenous (IV) medications. 

DEFINITION:  
Provider presence: The provider is physically present with the patient during medication administration. 

POLICY: 
At Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, all healthcare providers and nurses are required to follow the IV Medication 
Administration Guidelines and/or unit specific guidelines in the interest of patient safety.   

PROCEDURE: 
1. The RN (Registered Nurse) or anesthesia provider is accountable for assessing the appropriateness of all

medication orders and infusing the medication using the appropriate technique over the correct duration of 
time, and in accordance with the Medication Administration Policy. 

2. For all emergency situations (including rapid sequence intubation), RNs may administer appropriate IV
medications: 

• under provider presence

• in accordance to established standard of advance life support by trained nurses or

• established protocol or standing orders if available
3. Trained RNs or other providers may insert an intraosseous line to administer IV medications when other

methods of medication delivery are not feasible during an emergency situation.
4. Certain IV sedatives and analgesics may be used in areas approved for procedural sedation when ordered

via Procedural Sedation Power Plan and used for procedural sedation (see HUMC Hospital Policy 355:
Procedural Sedation for the Non-Anesthesia Provider).

5. Certain IV medications may be used in areas approved for comfort care when ordered via Comfort Care
Power Plan and used for comfort care.

6. The IV Medication Guide list is not inclusive of every IV medication (refer to Appendices A & B). Unless
specified in a separate policy, IV medications NOT identified in the appendices may be given by an RN,
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technologists or other providers on any unit. Pharmacist may be contacted to review the drug safety profile 
to determine how and under what circumstances it can be given safely.  

7. Restricted medications shall not be administered outside of the approved patient care areas (e.g., diltiazem
IVP in non-monitored areas) unless the patient’s clinical condition is deteriorating AND the Rapid
Response Team (RRT) has been activated (see Appendices A & B).

8. Post-Anesthesia Care Unit (PACU) will follow guidelines as it pertains to the current level of care of the
patient as identified in Appendix A, in addition to the usual post-operative recover care given in the PACU.

9. Anesthesia providers may administer medications (including restricted medications) in all areas within their
usual scope of practice and with the appropriate monitoring of patients.

10. If non-formulary IV medications are ordered, the provider, Pharmacy, and Nursing staff must collaboratively
review the safety profile and determine the appropriate mode/route of administration. The monitoring
parameters and the need for direct provider supervision must also be discussed.

11. If investigational IV medications are ordered, physicians must be present at the bedside to supervise
throughout the administration and remain at the bedside to monitor as recommended. This does not apply
to antineoplastic agents. For antineoplastic agent administration, refer to antineoplastic agent protocols.

12. All IV continuous infusion bags must be replaced every 24 hours, except:

• Propofol syringes prepared for pediatric/neonatal patients—replaced every 6 hours

• Propofol bottles after being spiked—replaced every 12 hours

• The following medications may be infused up to 48 hours:
o All commercial/premixed IV fluids and drips that are not expired within the next 48 hours—check

expiration date on the bag
o IV medications compounded by Harbor-UCLA Medical Center Inpatient Pharmacy:

▪ Sedatives (midazolam and ketamine)
▪ Analgesics (fentanyl, morphine, and hydromorphone)
▪ Pressors (norepinephrine and epinephrine)

• Label all IV solution with date and time. Pre-labeling is prohibited. Labeling is part of the medication
preparation process and is done at the same time the medication/solution is prepared.

13. In select cases in which the Anesthesiologist or CRNA will be in continuous contact with the patient during
transport, controlled substance and propofol infusions may be discontinued prior to transport.

14. IV bolus order is expected to be hung as soon as it is acknowledged.
15. IV bolus may be hung wide-open, using pressure bag, with gravity-assisted, or via smart pump—rate for IV

bolus via pump must be set at 999mL/hr. Rapid infusers may be used when specified.
16. All IV boluses are expected to be completely infused within 1 hour of initiation, per liter (or bag) ordered,

unless otherwise specified.
17. Unless specified, when central lines are not in use, Keep Vein Open (KVO) rate will be as follow:

A. Patients in Neonatal ICU—1mL/hr
B. Patients in pediatrics units—5mL/hr
C. Patients in adult units—10mL/hr

Reviewed and Approved by: 
Medical Executive Committee – 2/2023 

________________________________________ 
Beverley A. Petrie, M.D. 
President, Professional Staff Association 
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