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PURPOSE: To prevent the transmission of multi-drug resistant organisms (MDROs).  
 
POLICY: Prevention and containment measure will be used in the High Desert Health 

System Ambulatory Surgical Center (ASC) when providing care ot patients 
identified to have a diagnosis or history of MDRO.  

 
PROCEDURE: 
 

I. GENERAL MEASURES: 

A. Prevention and control of MDROs within the ASC should be proactive and 
considered a patient safety measure. 

B. Standard Precautions shall be used at all times for all patient encounters and patient 
care as identification of patients colonized or infected with MDROs is not always 
possible. 

C. Employees shall be educated about the need for precautions with MDROs. 

D. Cleaning and disinfection of environmental surfaces shall be consistently performed 
between patients using recommended methods. Focus on cleaning and disinfection 
of frequently touched surfaces. 

E. Prior to admit or on admit patient is asked if he/she has ever had MRSA or been told 
he has had a multi-drug resistant organism (MDRO). 

F. If patient states he has a history of MDRO, Surgeon will be notified, if not already 
aware, and the patient surgery or procedure should be rescheduled until the patient 
is no longer infected or colonized with MDRO. 

G. Standardized laboratory means of detecting the presence of MDROs shall be 
requested if indicated. 

H. Patients with an active infection with any organism at any site have an increased risk 
of surgical site infection (SSI) and surgery should be postponed at the discretion of 
the physician. 

II. Clostridium difficile 

Another organism requiring the same level of care is Clostridium difficile, which is very 
difficult to kill on surfaces when in its spore state. CDC recommends that a hypochlorite 
based germicidal agent be used for cleaning the room of a patient with C. difficile. 
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