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SUBJECT: Not Officially Critical Values, but Really Important Results  
` 

 

Infections of an immediate life threatening nature must be phoned by the technologist 
directly to a provider or licensed caregiver as soon as results are available.  These 
results include: 

 

• Positive blood cultures 

• Positive cerebral spinal fluid cultures 

• Positive cultures from a sterile body fluid 

 
Any result that is generated at this facility or called to us from one of our testing 
laboratories should be treated as a serious finding, and therefore called as soon as 
possible to a provider or licensed caregiver. These findings may include, but are not 
limited to: 
 

• Cultures positive for Group A Beta hemolytic streptococci from sites other 
than throat 

• Cultures positive for Salmonella, Shigella or any other enteric pathogens     
(Campylobacter, Yersinia, Aeromonas, Vibrio) 

• Staph. aureus resistant to Methicillin/oxacillin (new cases) and/or resistant 
or intermediate to vancomycin 

• Strep.pneumoniae resistant to penicillin 

• Enterococcus sp. Resistant to vancomycin 
 

• Any lab finding which indicates an acute communicable disease 

 

• Any other infections of a serious nature to the patient or which are 
contagious or which may be of an infection control issue. 
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