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POLICY: Mental Health Nursing staff will provide each patient, upon admission to the 

inpatient unit(s), a verbal orientation to the Ward Rules and policies, along with a 

written copy.  A copy of the Ward Rules is to be signed by both patient and 

nursing staff and placed in the chart. 

 

The Ward Rules (copy attached) provide information and guidelines to the 

patient relative to behavior expectations, contraband, activities participation, 

community meetings, the non-smoking policy, medications, visiting hours, 

restraints/seclusions, etc. 

 

PURPOSE: To define the responsibility of nursing personnel in providing orientation to the 

Ward Rules and policies upon patient admission. 

 

DEPARTMENTS: 

 

MENTAL HEALTH NURSING, PER 

DEFINITIONS: Ward rules are established guidelines for patient conduct during hospitalization.  

They are the boundaries and expectations of the inpatient unit(s). 

 

PROCEDURE: 
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